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BOPED PERSOMALITING, Yomen in Kaneae History

Byt Philip Aherne 345 words
Eathleen Kereting

One of Wichita's most important contridutions to the world's art and enlture is
the internationally famous grand opera singer, young Eathleen Xerating, who, in 1837,
had ingratiated herself into the hearts of the opara lovers of Tazi Cermany, Hiss
Kersting was born in Enid, Okls., in 1908, the dsughter of Henry Hersting, a native of
Sehlangen, Germany, who came %o the Usited States im 1875, and Opal (Werrin) Kersting,
of French dowsest. Spa.pamaS| TGHIH SAPIRTORFEIP AN A8 of ome yeur.

Mise Rerating redeimdd het eotly ddwanttionidn the Fiehits pudblic schools, degan
to display the rare guality of her wolce while still a child, Uhen she was 13 years
old, and a stodedt 12 the ATicngrr B 1VRL DSePIHISH noot] rriends arvanget an

ki any r;eposito;y Oron a Websit% PRy
ion before Uadame | Lnlve, ¢ amous singer and volece instmetor, ¥
ke Xt ST S arory y e

tour in the United States, wmm%tm?a;é _;lml'rtem girlte voice and delivery,
Hadame Calve ineisted she ahould return with her %o Turepe %o study music and velce
culture at Calve's Chatean de Cabrriss in France,

After geveral vears of study and constant assorlation with Hademe Calve, Hies
Kersting eontimued her musical education with maestras in Parls, Wilam and Berlin,
grafually developing a proclivity for the Wognerisn type of roles -~ the type especislly
povular with German mndisnces, Her Surepean training wse sponsored by the members of
the Rotary Clud of ¥Fichita, She was the daughter of parents of limited means, and, if
her fellow townamen hnd not financsd her musical education as an investment in eulturs,
her exceptional talent would have desn loat to the world of msie lovers,

A% the age of 19, iiss Rersting made her debut in grand opera in Milan, Italy,

singing the role of Margherita in "Faust", Two years later she signed a eontract for



a season with the Chieago Civie Opera compsny. In 1933, she signed the firet of a
geries of contracts to sing grand opera in the prinecipal cities of (ermany, where she
was scclaimed with entimsiasm, After a spirited tilt with Realmleader Hitler and
his ¥azi chieftaine, in the course of which she was forced to prove, with the aid of
frantic cablegrams to Wichita, that she was of gentile birth, Miss Kersting stepped
into » permenent niche in Germeny’ e operatic hell of fame, 5he came o the United
g¢ates for a few months sojourn in 1838, visited relatives in Wichita end Oklahoma,

then returned to Germany. :
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